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were deeply stirred; the first ray of sunshine fell upon
that germ in his character which afterwards sprang
up, leading him to rebel against his father's creed
and throw over the crabbed doctrines of the early
utilitarians.

His studies, however, were not discontinued during his
residence in France. Chemistry, zoology, metaphysics,
logic, were a few of the subjects to which he then
devoted himself; while he acquired at the same time a
thorough acquaintance with the French language, his
proficiency in which appears in the letters to distinguished
Frenchmen scattered through the present volumes. He
returned to England in 1821, and thereafter the course
of his former studies was resumed. Psychology now
occupied a great share of his attention. He studied
Roman law with John Austin, and at the age of fifteen a
mental revolution was wrought in him by the reading of
Dumont's "Trait6 de Legislation," in which work the
principal speculations of Bentham were interpreted to the
world. This book supplied to Mill a system of philosophy ;
it focussed his opinions, and gave him a creed, not drily
maintained by the intellect, but enthusiastically supported
by the whole mind. This doubtless marks the stage at
which he first began to think for himself, to rely upon his
own opinions, to take the first and most arduous step in
his emancipation from the bondage of authority. With
many persons this stage has been reached, as it was in
Mill, by a sudden revolution, which is often delayed
till comparatively late in life; with others it is a slow
growth; while with the great majority it is never
reached at all.

From this time forward Mill's intellectual cultivation
was carried on by writing even more than by reading.
He committed to paper various essays on political or
historical subjects, which, besides the educative effect of
preparing them, led to instructive conversations with his
father. From this time also he commenced to converse
with the able men collected round his father. He formed
a small society of young men who, like himsejf, had fallenime, his virgin emotions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